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annoyances which beset every ruler who is working for the
country, and not for himself; bnt I am glad to think that
yon can choose your own time for making a communication
to the public, and are not bound to engage in controversy
with every coxcomb in a white tie and evening clothes who
comes down after dinner to worry a Minister who has been
working continuously since he rose from a bad night's
sleep.

I have ventured to send you a small book, 'Cawnpore.'
I wrote it at five and twenty, having lived for a year in
India, which was still scarred with the mutiny, among
friends, many no older than myself, who had played a part
all through that extraordinary period- One of them told me
that the twelve months, during which the crisis lasted,
flew like as many weeks. He was in Calcutta. If he had
been in Lucknow, or outside Delhi, the time might have
seemed longer. An Irish member of Parliament, who served
with the French army in 1870 and 1871, told me that he was
in Dijon during the battle. He and another officer were
posted in a high church tower to observe the field of action,
and send expresses to the generals engaged. All of a sud-
den the two officers were surprised by an ominous and
sudden darkening of the atmosphere, which seemed to be
an unnatural and unaccountable phenomenon. As a matter
of fact, it was the approach of night; so absorbing was the
interest of watching a battle without sharing the bodily
danger. I do not know whether that effect is usual; but
people whose business kept them in Calcutta appear to have
felt it during the mutiny.

I do not know whether I am correct in addressing you
as "Excellency" but I like doing it because of Charles
Lee's objecting to that title being applied to Washington.

Trevelyan's inquiry about the title of "Excellency"
touched a sensitive point with the President, for almost
from the moment of taking office he had protested against
its use. Eeplying on May 13, 1905, he wrote:

"I would rather not be called Excellency, and this partly